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December 21st, 1857, 

The Senate met the Homse in Joint Session. at 1-4 to IL 
dock, A. M. The retiring Governor and the Governor and 
it, Governor elect, were announced at the floor, and were in- 
rited to seats on the Speaker's stand, 


Prayer by the Rav. E, Fonram, Chaplain of the Senate : 


ALMIGHTY AND ETERNAL Gon-—RULER OF THE ÙNIVEESE, 
He beeeech thee to accept the humble homage of our “thanks- 
giving and praise for all our individual and national blessings. 
Wé thank’ thee for the civil and religious liberty, and the 
wat prosperity which thou hdatyiven’ our Republic thréugh 
&listrumantality of'our Fahters. ; det thy éil-pervading 

Spit, which, animated them, give wisdom, strength and patri- 
dam to our Governor, Legislators, Judg „apd all the publia 
srvants and. private citizens, of our State, t that our laws may 
made in strict accordance with the procep pts of thy revealed 
rl that they inay be wisely adiniiitared: fè earledily dxtoutod, 
wii ithfully obeyed, so that all the fornis sf Viediand! ihiquity 
i've destroyed which have overthrown niany*Oh the ovem- 
mens of the Earth which; have passed away, and -that thy 
ahi aouss may be established, which, alone gan exalt a nation: 
Fanon our notional ’ transgressions ‘and mercifully bless; pür 
Si Hl -retoy with thy divine guidance and protecti on, “antl go 
tisk it's influence upon other Governments that’ Tiberty, peace 
happiness may crown all nations, These and’ all -other 
Rigs necessary for oursdlves and our Country} we humbly ask 
(Gar Savior g name—amen, ` 
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The retiring Governor was intioduced by the Speaker, and 
delivered the following 


VALEDICTORY ADDRESS 


FELLOW-CITIZENS : 

My duties as Chief Magistrate of Texas have ceased, and! 
surrender the office to one whose conservative course, during a 
long service in the Legislature, and as Lieutenant Governor, has 
recommended him to the confidence of his fellow-citizens. His 
administration comtmences under auspicious circumstances, aud 
T trust that its progress and termination will be honorable ta 
himself and acceptable to the people of the State. 

During the term that I have had the honor to fill the office 
of Governor, many difficulé and vexed questions of public 
policy have been disposed of, among them, the settlement gf 
our Revolutionary debt was the most important. It had for 
years, engaged the attention and occupied a large? portion of 
the time of the Legislature, and yet seemed to be no nearer 
a final settlement, than at the period of annexation. Delay 
only complicated the question still further, and left it to the 
action of those, who nut having participated in the scenes out 
of which it grew, could not feel the same obligation to see it 
justly arranged, as the generation by which it was contrasted 

_ I was familiar with the nature and origin of that debt, anl 
with all the diffieultics in the way of its settlement, While 
there were many and strong objections to the act of Congres, 
by which the United States proposed to pay it, I felt that it 
would be a less evil to accept it, than to leave the question 
open, and thereby embarrass cur Legislature and retord te 
progress of all plans for Internal Improvements ; these cor 
victions induced me to recommend its acceptance, thougha 
parently in violation of the publicscntiment of the State, nex 
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pressed by the partial vote of the people in regard to it. Now 
that the subject has been disposed of, and the effect of its pay- 
ment upon the reputation and credit of the State abroad and 
its prosperity at home, has been seen and appreciated by our 
dtizens, I am happy to believe, that few can be found who 
would recall the act. 

It was wy fortune frequently to differ with your predeces- 
sors, in regard to the merits of Jaws, which they had passed. 
On such occasions, I did not hesitate to exercise the veto 
power, and with few-exceptions, my action was sustained by 
them, when they came to re-consider the questions. My course 
in this regard subjected me to censure from many who seemed to 
think that the veto should only be used to arrest the progress 
of measures that are repugnant to the Constitution. Thatin- 
srument however, imposes no such limitation upon its exer- 
dse, and an Executive who would avoid the responsibility of 
making use of it to arrest, what he deemed improper and un- 
rise acts of Legislation, would be as faithless to his trust, as 
the representative would be, who might shrink from recording 
his vote against them. 


Ido not propose to review all the measures of the govern- 
ment, in which I have borne a part, but there are some whose 
influence will be as lasting as the government itself, I refer to 
the creation of the school fund, the establishment and endow- 
nent of a Lunatic Asylum, and institutions for the education 
ofthe Blind and the Deafand Dumb. It will ever be a source 
of gratification that I aided in the adoption of these measures, 
and if nothing else had been done during my official term, 
these alone would be sufficient to mark it as an era in the his- 
toy of the State. 

Although my official connection with the State has ceased, 
ny interest in its prosperity and progress will remain undi- 
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minished, Having been identified with the country since the 
days of its colonial dependence, and having passed -with jt 
through all its vicisitudes and trials and contiibuted to the 
formation of its institutions and its laws, I cherish for it n 
ordinary attachment and shall never ceaso to feel the most 
ardent desire for its welfare. 

To you, gentlemen of the Senate and House of Represent. 
tives is intrusted the duty of legislating for the State, at a 
most interesting period of its history. Itis free from debt, 
has an overflowing Treasury—a rapidly increasing population 
and ample means to develope its vast resources. With all 
these advantages at the command of the Legislature, by a wise 
and liberal policy, Texas ought, at no distant period, to occu 
py a proud position in the Union. 

E. M. PEASE, 


q 


The oath of office being administered by Chief Justice 
Hemphill, to the Governor and Lt, Governor elect, Goreme 
Runes delivered the following l 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 


About to enter upon the discharge of the high and respon 
sible duties which will now devolve on me, as Chiof Executive 
Officer of the State, custom requires that I should make use 
of this occasion, to return the most sincere acknowledgement 
of a grateful heart, for the confidence reposed in me by my fl- 
low-citizens. Conscious of the responsibility, and award 
the onerous task it will impose, it is not without emotions d 
true embarrassment, and apprehensions of difficulty that I shel 
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enter on their discharge. .Indeed, when these considerations pre- 
sent themselves, enhanced by a knowledge of the diversity of 
opinion incident to the population of most newly settled coun- 
tries, of the conflict of interest which may be expected to arise 
between different localities and divisions of the State, I may 
scarce hope to meet that ordinary share of public approbation 
which has been awarded to my predecessors, and could well 
swish that a charge of so great importance to the future interest 
md well being of the country had been confided fo abler and 
more experienced hands. 


In the ordinary course of events, it might pot have been 
expected, that one with aspirations so humble as my own, 
would ever have been called to a station of such high honor 
andtrust, „Itis a circumstance which should inspire with hope 
and encouragement, the humblest who bows in sincerity and 
truth at the shrine of patriotism and duty, in the illustration 
it furnishes of the character and genius of that Government 
with which the American people are blessed, the truth of which 
hes been so often exemplified in the workings of its system, 
that honors and. promotions are not the prerogative of rank, 
station, or high degree, As @ representative of the people, 
ny first and greatest aim has ever been, a just reflection of the 
ssntiments of those with whom my fortunes have been cast; 
their interests have been my interests, linked together by one 
destiny, and both alike inseperably connected with the pros- 
pity, happiness and welfare of the entire State. As I am 
nat conscious of having indulged any motive inconsistent with 
their maintenance in times that have Passed, I surely can have 
ho other now, If it has been from such an apprehension of 
my fellow-citizens, that I am indebted for my present position, 
Ihave only to assure them, that no effort shall be spared 

to promote the best interests of the country, and however much 
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I may distrustmy own ability, that I shall shrink from no 
responsibility which attaches to my position. 


The recent political contest through which this State has 
passed, forbids my passing it by without anotice, Early in May 
last, the Democratic party met in Convention at Waco, and 
according to long established usage, adopted its platform, and 
presented nominees for the different offices to be filled at the 
ensuing election in August. The principles set forth were 
those of the National Convention at Cincinnati, in 1856, and 


in substance the same as those under which the Dem. | 


cratic party made its first advent to power with their great | 
author, Mr. Jefferson, at its head, with the single exception of | 
the doctrine of non-intervention as incorporated in the Kansas 
bill The news of the action at Waco had scarce. transpired, 
when the name of a citizen prominent in the rollsof his cow- 
try’s fame, was announced in opposition, anda canvass actually 
begun, the most remarkable, perhaps, in the annals of political 
warfare, The celerity of the movement, the electric rapidity 
with which its intelligence was communicated, and the alacrity 
with which it was endorsed by the entire opposition, furnish 
the most indubitable evidence of the preconcerted design +0 
distract and if possible to destroy the identity of the Democratic 
party. Happily the effort failed, and it must be’gratifying to 
all sympathizing with the party from a devotion to principle 
that victory should have perched on its banner, under circtt- 
stances so well calculated to destroy unanimity and confidencs 
The result affords full and ample assurance of the enduring 
affection of the great body of our fellow-citizens to the principles 
of civil, religious and constitutiohal liberty. Since the first 
defeat of ancient Federalism, it has been the practice of ou 
opponents, at different intervals, to disguise themselves with 
new names, and promulgate new platforms of principles, Tke 
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9 
last assumed has surely excited a greater share of deserved 
ridicule, while the principles have been more dangerous than 


all that have preceded it. This fact is evident in the proof of 


their voluntary abandonment, i 


I would gladly, if I could, in justice to the occasion, avoid 
an allusion to, the questions growing out of the institution of 
Slavery, which is now made to act so conspicuous a part in the 
politics of the nation. Silence, however, might be misconstrued, 


The first great issue on this subject, arose on the introduc- 
tion of Missouri into the Union in 1820, when the restriction 
of 36° 30" was applied to her Territory, and the slave holder 
prohibited from the right of joint occupation north of that 
line with his property. Although this line was not originally 
intended to extend beyond the limits of the territory of Lou- 
isiana, on the annexation of Texas, the principle was applied 
to it north of that line,and acquiesced in by the South. But 
when after the acquisition of additional territory, by virtue of 
the treaty with Mexico, it was again pro posed in the formation 
ofa Territorial Government for Oregon, the binding efficacy 
of the principle wasdenicd, and hence the series of cyactments, 
known as the Compromise Measures of 1850, By that Legis- 
lation, California was admitted into the Union as a State, 
regardless ofall the forms of law,undera Constitution which for- 
ever excluded the Southern Slave holder. Next in the series, 
came the Act creating the Territorial Governments of Utah 


, and New Mexico, In these territories, which comprised the 


remainder of the territory acquired from Mexico, and also that 
of Texas, by virtue of annexation and cession of boundary, 
the principle of non-intervéntion as a measure of compromise, 
was expressly recognised and enunciated as the future policy 
of the Government, touching legislation in the territories. 
Under the soothing influence of that legislation, itmighthave 
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been expected, thatagitation on the dangerous subjects involved, 
would cease, and the controversy beforever put at rest, But not 
so—for notwithstanding that a large portion of the territory com- 
prised in these bills, was subject totherestriction under the articles 
of annexation, whenit was proposed to recognize the validity of 
the non-intervention principle in the Kansas bill, and leave the 
people free to make. their own selection of their institutions, the 
right was most bitterly contested, and the attempt denounced 
asa violation of plighted faith, by those who had hitherto refused 
in every single instance to respectit. Could insolence and hypo- 
isy go further, an example might be found in the declar- 
ations of the opposition in our own section, who have denounced 
the abolition of the restrictive line as a surrender of slave 
territory to free soil, in the face of combinations of Anti- 
Slavery men, and of Emigrant-Aid-Societies who in the name of 
religion and free Kansas, were preaching a crusade against the 
slave power, and sending forward the vilest dregs and slough 
of their population to rescue her from slavery, or drench her 
plains with blood. With the aid of Southern sympathizer 
and misrepresentation, it is greatly to be feared that the efforts 
to abolitidnise have been but too successful. 


Painful and humiliating as it must be to every true-hearted 
Southerner, it is not to be denied, that if abolition’ propagand- 
ism has succeeded in Kansas, it is not alone attributable 
to the lawless armed bands who have marauded the teri- 
tory, nor yet to military organizations, headed by renegades 
and desperate adventurers, acting in open hostility to all Fel- | 
eral and Territorial authority ; but itis owing first to the cows | 
of those who have in plaintive notes,*bewailed the repeal o 
the Missouri Compromise and thus “given aid and con: 
fort to the enemy,” and more recently tó the course of Robet 
J. Walker, (Governor of that Territory,) that so deplcrables 
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result is mainly chargeable. Instead of exercising the authority 
vith which he was vested, to ensure the faithful administra- 
tion of the laws, he has been engaged in the miserable attempt 
of conciliating public ‘offenders, by concessions and compro- 
mises, utterly inconsistent with the principle of non-interven- 
tion incorporated in the organic act, a portion of which is in. 
terms as follows: “It being the true intent and meaning 
of this act, not to legislate slavery into any territory, nor to 
exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people thereof perfectly 
free to form and regulate their institutions in their own .way, 
subject only to the provisions of the Constitution of the 
United States,” The principles of the act can afford no sect- 
_ tity to the people of the slave-holding States, unless its provi- 
_ sions are to be respected by tho agents of the Executive as well 
as the Legislativedepartment of the Government. Gov. Walker, 
sems not to have so regarded it, or ifso, he has violated the 
high trust confided to, his keeping. For immediately on his 
arivalin the territory, he commenced a system of intermeddling 
intended and fully calculated to interfere with the just ex- 
pression of the legal voters*of the territory, in dictating the 
terms on which it could be admitted into the Union, and in de- 
caring that if the Constitution was not submitted to the 
whole people, (including, it isto be presumed, those tainted with 
the high crimes of rebellion and treason) he would aid in having 
it rejected by Congress ; although the right to determiue such 
a proposition belonged alone to the Convention chosen by the 
legal voters of the Territory. Again, in attempting to prescribe 
the qualification of voters in contravention of the positive law 
of the territory, he is believed to have been guilty of an usur- 
pation without parallel or example in the history of free gov- 
Orhments. It now remains to be seen what shall be the con- 


tents of the chapter that is to follow, in recording the history 
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ofa question which has thrice brought the Government to the 
verge of dissolution. The present and future interests of 
Texas, are deeply interwoven with the issue, come when {t 
may, be it what it will, Asa member of the confederacy of 
States, Texas possesses a common interest in maintaining the 
force of the compact which binds it together so long as the ad- 
ministration of its conditions continue to secure the objects 
for which the compact was intended, but no longer. There isno 
proposition clearer, than that the obligation of parties toa com- 
pact ceases, when the instrument has been broken and violated: 
Recent decisions of the highest tribunal in the land, have de- 
fined and established that construction of the Constitution for 
which the Sonth contends, She should be content with no 
less than its observance in future. Nor in the fulness ofourjoy 
at the gratifying evidences which greet us of an increasing 
conservatism at the North, should we be unmindful of the 
fact that he who is not for us, will probably be against us, and 
thatmore than two-thirds of the non-slareholding States yet rẹ- 
main abolitionieed, Year by year the South is becoming 
weaker, the North growing stronger. That equilibrium hag 
been destroyed which afforded the only sure and permanent 
guarantee of protection against abolition innovation. If the 
argument has not been exhausted, it has become powerless and 
impotent from the lips of Southern men. For the future, to 
the North must be left the management and contiol of a ques- 
tion which involves union or dissolution, peace or war, Jn 
view of these facts, it behooves us earnestly and calmly 4 
look forward to the impending danger, for the problem may 
soon be solved of the adequacy of Constitutional restriction 
and “paper guaranties” to interpose sufficient barriers to th 
Inst of an aggressive and dominant sectional majority, Should 
this proposition be decided in the negative, I do not hesitatt 
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to believe that the determination of Texas will be taken, to 
assume the guardianship of her own destinies, and bid adieu 
to a connection no longcr consistent with the rights, dignity 
and honor of an equal and independent State. “For while 
disruption would be a great calamity, it is not (in the lan- 
guage of Mr. Jefferson) the greatest that could befall us: 
\ there remains one yet greater—submission to a government of 
unlimited powers.” Under these apprehensions prudence would 
dictate that our house should be set in order, and due prepar- 
stion made fur the crisis, that seems to be foreshadowéd by 
coming events ; this should be done not for offence but for 
defence only. No reasonable effort shouldbe spared to secure 
that thorough military organization and iraining, indispensable 
to the liberties of every free State ; as auxiliary to this, a 
liberal course of policy should be pursued to ensure the organ- 
ization of volunteer companies—in presying forward to an early 
“completion the works of Internal Imprevement, indispensable to 
the wants of Commerce and’ Agriculture, and again in dissem- 
minating information among the masses, through the medium 
‘of our systems of Education. These are all-important in 
constituting our people prosperous, happy and independent. 


There is now left but one reasonable hope for preserving 
the Union, and maintaining the rights of the States in it, and 
that is upon a rigid adherence to a strict construction of the 
Federal Constitution. Our opponents preach hostility to our 
institutions from) every quarter, alike from the pulpit as the 
hustings. With but a single exception, and for the first time, 
the Southern States have marched in line, and congregated 
upon the platform of the Constitution, there to fight the battle 
for their rights under it. That platform is the same in New 
England as in Texas: its adherents there, though over- 
whelmed by numbers, are standing firmly to the doctrines it 
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teaches. Letus, by our own thorough organization, offer then 
assurances of our warmest sympathy and cordial co-operation 
In support of the glorious cause it is their mission to follow, 
That cause commends itself to our confidence, because, amid 
the vicissitudes and changes of half a century, it presents the 
only record, unblemished by mutation and change. If weaken. 
ed by defections, time has invariably “recovered for it more than 
its lost strength ;” if occasional departurés from the doctrine 
of strict construction have occurred, truth and investigation 
have as invariably combatted the error and established. it stil} 
more firmly in the minds of the American people, as the only 
true and reliable exponent of our institutions. The tempests 
of passion and fanaticism have assailed- it, hitherto, with no 
other effect, than to remove the rubbish with which it was 
encumbered, and exhibit more clearly the patriotism and 
vitrue of those who remain faithful to its cause. It is at that 
altar alone that the man of the South discovers thearcana of his 
present and future security, and there alone, that patriotism 
can take her humble abode, hoping to perpetuate a constitu- 
tional government and preserve to futurity those model institu- 
tions, alike the purest, the greatest and best that have ever 
entered into the conception of man. 
E. R. RUNNELS, 


Lieutenant-Governor Lusspock was then introduced to the 
assembly by the Speaker, and delivered the following 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 


SENATORS, REPRESENTATIVES —YoU MY COUNTRY-WOMEN 

AND COUNTRY-MEN : 

Called by the voice of my fellow-citizens to assume a posi- 
tion, connected with the Government of the State, and having 
taken the oath prescribed by the Constitution, I am here in 
accordance with expectation, an expectation created by custom, 
t¢ address you. 

As the presiding officer of the Senate, my duties are few and 
of a character to exercise but little influence upon public affairs ; 
but to the discharge of those duties, I bring a desire to act 
faithfully and impartially. Inexperienced in Legislative duties, 
lam conscious ot the need of forbearance and co-operation on 
the part of the grave body over whom I am called to preside. 
With their aid and assistance I do not fear, but that I shall be 
able to preserve the order of the Senate and facilitate its busi- 
hess with dispatch and accuracy. 

It would be improper in me, to volunteer my opinions upon 
measures of public policy, likely to come before the Legisla- 
ture for its determination, but I may be permitted to congratu- 
late you upon the prosperity of the State and the rapid devel- 
velopement of its internal resources now going on, It is true 
that unpropitious seasons have some-what shortened the abun- 
dant harvests, that usually reward the labors of the husband- 
man who tills our fertile soil, yet we have much to be thankful 
for in our comparative freedom from the financial embarass- 
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ments that weigh so heavily upon the various interests-of ony 
sister States. Our population is rapidly increasing,. and our 
unoccupied domain fast settling with industrious and hardy 
imigrants, who annually swell the amount of our agricultural 
products, thus forming a solid and safe basis for the extension 
of our Commerce. When to these evidences of substantial 
progress, we add the fact that our Railroad improvements am 
steadily advancing from the borders to the interior of the State 
increasing our facilities of transportation and travel, we may 
safely say that the present is bright with hopes of a prosper- 
ous future, certain of realization if we are but true to ourselves, 


Excited by the prospects that are before us, and anxious to 
grasp the advantages and promises of the future, ardent natures 
are but too apt, to urge us forward to a rash and hazardous 
career, It is our duty to guard against this tendency in the 
conduct of public affairs, It has been said that progress is 
the watchword of the age, but wo should remember that there 
is a wise conservatism that is ever a principal element of all 
healthy and permanent growth. May ourcounsels and delibere- 
tions be guided by that wisdom and prudence, which while it 
confines within legitimate bounds the surging waves of pro- 
gress still steadily advances the prosperity and happines¢ of 
our common constituency. 


Aware that to the devotion of the people of Texas, to well 
established political principles, of which I was‘an earnesi, 
though humble advocate, rather than to any personal merits 
of my own, I owe ‘my present official relation to the State 
I am none the léss grateful for the honor conferred, and every 
movement having for its object the promotion of the publi 
good and the welfare of a people who have so honored me vill 
awaken a responsive note in my bosom and challenge my best 
excrtion for its success, 


